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SHS lie ey has. ow 
_. ſome rime written, and the 
| gre of it has been, yet longer 
digeſted 3 in the mind of the author ; 
The plan has been approved by 
| many perſons to whom he has ca- 
7 ſually explained it 1 in different © con- 
verſation; How far their opinions 
may be ſanctioned by the deciſion 
of the public he knows not; but, 
he thinks it his duty to ſubmit the 
following pages to that deciſion. If 
the Ke which 5 contain 
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; not "dreatt' the feverity of critie 
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the } preſent publication.” 3 
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ſhould be adopted in practice: or, 


if any ſimilar, but more unexcep- 


tipngble ſehame] ſhould, de (1ſyg- 


geſted by them; he will rejoice, 


not as a ſucceſsful writer, but in 
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Bümafnty. At all | events, he 0 
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a * 2 as a man of 5 


5 enn; 


from that he doubts not but 1 is 
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effects of war, it is net the 
Teaſt affecting to humanity, that men 
are torn, or trepanned, from their deareſt 
connections, and obliged to perform long 
aud painful ſervices; to ſuffer cold, 
hunger, fatigue, and what to an Engliſh- 
man is ſtill more diſtreſſing; harſh treat- 
ment, inflicted by the mi taken rigours of 
military nn cept by . 0 N 
bat Zee pron crimes. 2 


— 


Bar it is yet more cruel; 451 be- 
man, that, after ſubmitting to ſuch hard- 
fig, ae readily eee all the 
4 B 4 dangers 


1 83 


dangers of war, for the honor of their 


ſovereign, and the ſafety of their follow 
citizens, they ſhould be diſmiſſed with- 


out _ compleatly worn out in the 
iſcharge of their duty, :infirtn, and dif- 
abled, if not diſmembered. If ſuch im- 
portant ſervices cannot plead for a diſ- 
banded ſoldier, or; failor, the claims 
-which theſe brave men have on {1 ch as 
have: derived fo greato advantages TO! 
their; patient toils, and dangerous enter- 
prizes, would be but little regarded, 
though they were ſupported by allt the 


> „ Sink 18, * and — to N on 
pet moſt liberal principles, as a. reward 
for their paſt merits; it is conſonant alſo 
to the ſoundeſt policy, as an encourage- 
ment to others, on any future emer- 
gency, to engage chearfully as volun- 

. teers by. ſea or land in the ſervice of their 
country; 


g * 
* „ W 
* 


So 
ner IM that, af F Eovernmegt 
ceſlity e e. to the odious, and 


perhaps illegal meaſure. of preſling, for 
the . either of our fleets or 


I NI b. Jian anne 9591 1t 


* 8 dk, ie confeſſed, that 
among the many charitable inſtitutions 
for which this nation is diſtinguiſhed, a 
| noble. proviſion has been made, and is 
ſtill continued by the patronage, of ] Par- 
liament, . for that deſeription of men, 
whoſe Tenſe: 1 have undertaken. The 8 
edifices of Chelſea, and Greenwich, juſtly | 
gave riſe to the obſervation of foreigners, 
That our palaces | look like hoſpitals ; 
and our hoſpitals like palaces.” Yet how. 
inadequate are thoſe foundations, great as 
they undoubtedly * are, to the object 
which ſhould ever be propoſed, 3 in ſuch a 
— 1 1 ee to the univerſal relief of 
| all 
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of whom As à fair 


zerhaps'td much more than he ſol- 
tits; favour Alone will neceffirily" Greet 


if he who is admitted be worthy of that 
which he has obtained, though others, 
of equal, or probably of ſüperior preten- 
fiohs, may be excluded. TO ſupply 
therefore tlie defects of theſe eftabliſh- 
ments. The author of this Httle rl 


| "phtet- has devifed\ a ſcheme which it 


iy buſineſs of theſe 5 Xt to explain, 


234 4: ts . 


4 the Lib ya; is "the pus AN ( which 
1 709 propoſe for. ra ifin ng a and a plying a 
Sum equal. to the maintenance of Wh Superan- 
nuated, as dell as Difabled + Soldie lers, Ma- 
riners, and Seamen ; 074 FA the 5% s 
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AN act ſhould be today paſſed 
aſſeſſing all houſes in Great Britain, 
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1 3 at more * * 2 0 and 


leſs than 10 l. per annum, to be aſſeſſed 


at the rate of 28. per annum for each 
individual conüng eb N "won et ning 
of thy act, nenn nn 
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vidual, liable as 3 
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Houſes rented at 30 1 my leſs than 
50 l. to be aſſęſſed at 58. per 8 for 
2 individual, liable as aforeſaid. 
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Houſed at 80 l. and upwards to be 


afſefſed at 8s. per annum, for en indi- 
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Minors, children, under Fanrtern years 
, ſeryants of cy ery denomination, and 


bt to d Ve exempted, 


-101 12 5211. 151 o Hy Qt 12 10 27101271 
All rann and, quarterly lodgers. i in 
Houſes f 30 I. per annum, and, Up- 
wards, to pay 4s. each per APPLE, hi HP 
exceptions as aforeſaid. 
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miſtreſs of a houſe, who ſhall not give 
in the true numbers of Ott families. 


; The penalty to be recpyergd in a fear 


Mar way before the Juſtice. f 
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and the ume munen 8 pointed. 


2 tag of the above plam, theſe 
perſons in the iſt claf- Hvinng⸗ An Houſes 
rented at more than 41. and leſs = 
701. Pet anjiuni, Wolld pay bat be: p 
cant, er 4 BY ON 


pen ER 
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Perſons of the 2d. claſs rented at 10l. 
Atack leis thitf- 2677 per alu Would 
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Perſons of the . claſs rentin g houſes 
61. Per atis Would: 
pay 18. per per quarter, or one penny * 
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would pay 18, 36: per Fun or d vr 
ms a ee a Week. „ 
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"Ports . 5th: glaſs. * * "Ty 


and lefg thun Bol. would: pay 18. 6d. Per 
3 or near. rd. per week.. 11 
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Thaſe offthe 6th claſs renting Houfxg 
at Bol. and uphwands, would pay "I Ge 


_— Ar JN ach es weeks |: 
122 1 2 2145 42 £6 3 —4 8 115 if vi 


l though, the. fins, which each in · 
dividuab would bus Pay toward the ger 


nerab ſupport, of this ſebeme, i is in itlelf 


fo: very incenſiderable, I! have neverthe 


money o raiſed, in Great Britain 8 
not be leſs than 200,000 l. on the. moſt 
moderate caleulation ; to which if we 


add about 20,0001. more; as the produce 


Ns ha ſufficient! fund to maintain 


11,000 


of a ſimilar aſſeſſqment in Ixeland, there 
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| 47,060 men, allowing each to enjoy an 


annuity of 201. for life, from this cha- 
rity. Now 1 1,000 men in' addition to 
thoſe who already are objects of the na- 
tional bounty on different eſtabliſhments, 
I preſume to be as many as can reaſonably 
be ſuppoſed to have a claim either on 
dur juſtice or generoſity; I doubt not 


een, if more ſhould be found to ap- 


ply, that the ſcheme propoſed above 
would alſo prove on experience equal 
to the relief of many mote than what 
1 have ſtated: or, if indeed auy defi- 


ciency ſhould vet remain, Up! annuity 


may be reduced! from 201.1011 5. and 


would fill afford to the aged, the wound - 


ed, and the infirm, ſuchis little indepen- : 
dency as would render their lives at leaſt 
ſupportable, if not abſolutely comfort= 


able. It would alſo be proper to conſider; 


how far it might be politie for the en- 


couragernent of the * to fix the 


8 benefit 


1 . "i 


hal which may be received by thoſe 
who have ſeryed on board Priyateers, 


or Merchantmen, at one half, or two. 
thirds only of the penſions . ſettled. for 
| ſuch as have been kene in his Mar | 


jeſty's Wr n mY Ex 


Thie 5 5 it pr, 4: * 


execution (and] doubt not, chat it would 
meet with a very general [concurrence 


from the well known liberality of my 
_ countrymen), would be productive of mas 
ny fignal advantages to the community, 
One of the moſt, immediately obvious, 
though not the moſt important, is, that 


it would ſpare men of feeling, as they paſs 
the ſtreets, the melancholy fight of ſo 


many diſeaſed and mutilated wretches, 


and. it would take. 2 the 3 idle, what 
. amd, re. us ar too 
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falſely aſſume, as. the belt calculated to 


intereſt in the moſt powerful manner the 
compaſſion of an Engliſhman. For ſince 


the great principle of my plan is, Uni- 


« ver ſal Relief to All who deſerve it,” 
it would at once remove all pretence 
for ſoliciting alms as a diſbanded Sol- 
dier, or a diſabled Sailor. For, if he 
who addreſſed himſelf to your benevo- 
lence ſhould offer a falſe plea, the man- 
ner of his addreſs alone would be ſuffi- 
cient to condemn him: and, if he were 


really what he aſſerted himſelf to be, he 


would not only be unworthy of your pri- 


vate bounty, but of the public munifi- 
Cefice, which 1 would thus Bete N 


£ 


But che great Purport of this plan is, 


not merely to give eaſe to the feelings 
of the humane, or even to do that juf- 
tice which is moſt amply due to thoſe 
who have ſpent their youth, ſacrificed 
their. health, or r ſuffered diſmemberment 


in 


. 19 1 | 


— 


in the ſervice of their country : I am 
ſanguine enough to. imagine, that in 
time of war i would more than recom- 
penſe the public for the ſum ſo raiſed, 
by the inducement which it would hold 
out to volunteers ; for the certainty of a 
decent maintenance, in caſe of any acci- 
dent, I am apt to think, would. ſo ope- 
rate on the minds of many as to pre · 
clude the neceſſity o of proſſings 


oy may be fa, ne that foldiers 
and, failors are not, in general, too ſoli- 
citous about to-morrow 2 if an enemy 
heaves 1 in fight, or comes marching « out 
of his entrenchment to the attack, they 
ſtay not to reflect too nicely on the 
poſſible « event 5. They obey the orders 


* Whether that day may be their laſt ; wheres 
they may be ſent to fight over their old campaigns 
at Chelſea, and Greenwich; or, in Falſtaff's n 
4 be. for the town! s end for life? 1 
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EF 


ot Thie Commander, becauſe they love 
or becauſe" they fear him. One is brave 
becauſe he is aſhamed that his comrade 


thould outdo him; and another, becauſe 
he is emulous to outdo his comrade: 
this becauſe nature” has bleſt him with 


a total inſenſibility of danger I and that 
becauſe he knows his danger t to be more 
certain from the ſeverity of military law. 
When the battle is over, they ejaculate 


two or three oaths of ludicrous pity for 


the dead; enquire what cheer with the 
wounded; get drunk in the j joy ok their 

own eſcape, if they can comittiand li- 
quor enough; and the next morning, 
in ſpite of qualms, and the "head- ach, 
are ready to expoſe themſelves to a ebe 


| tition of the ſame perils. 


q Tie it muſt i antes, is a juſt 
deſcription of the - ſpirit, Which, in ge- 
neral, actuates Soldiers and Sailors. Vet 
15 3 it 


(= } 

it ſhews only, |that Soldiers and Sailors 

are for the moſt part unthinking men 3 

and perhaps, in the preſent ſtate of 
— things, unthinking men alone will bo 
Soldiers a and Sailors. But the ſober, and 
induſtrious, I flatter. myſelf, might nat 
improbably bo tetapted by the proſpe& 

of advantages, ſuch as the foregoing plan 
would preſent to their minds. Reafon, 
a8 Well as diſpoſition I might then; ſuggeſt 
it to men to engage chearfully in tho 
ſervice of their country, when they would 
nange, much more ample than they cauld 
ever hope to obtain in any other mode by 
their perſonal labour; when, as diſbanded 
Soldiers, and diſabled Sailors, they would 
be certain of enjoying, with honour, 
from the nation at large, an affluence, 
which would at once be the envy and 
reproach, of thoſe. who ſubſiſt diſgraoe- 


fully on the miſerable pittance, grudg- 


ingly allowed by their fellow-pariſhioners. 
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To this ſcheme it would be one addi- 
ommendation, that it affords an 
opportunity of engrafting on it, without 
compulſion, a regiſtry. of our Samen. For 
it might hold out the rewards above pro- 
poſed: as directly or immediately reſult- 


ing to thoſe, who ſhall have been regiſ⸗ 
| tered: for any given number of years in 
any of his Majeſty's ſhips; or for a 


e Ye ur gal ene or * 


k » + * + 
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is s 4 44 44 294 444 bas 


n it ba bite, e 
be a nch ſtronger motive to induce a 
co iance with this uſeful meaſure, 
than an an inſignificant ſtipend annually 
paid, Which has been frequently recom- 
mended witlx a ſimilar intention. It would 


ſurely operate more forcibly on the mind, 
to enſure a competency'in the event of 


ee i _ old 80, than 


eee EOS T1904] 
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to offer immediately a trifle, of which as 
the loſs would be but little felt, the poſ- 
ſeſſion would be as little deſired. 


. Theſe conſequences, it is poſſible, may 
not ſo fully ariſe from the experiment 
of this propoſal, as I at preſent promiſe 
myſelf. It muſt, however, be evident 
to all, that much good, will certain- 
ly be the reſult. And this is ſuf- 
fici-ut to make the trial an act of in- 
diſpenſable duty 1 in our rulers; more eſ- 
pecially, when the whole can be carried 
into execution at ſo inconſiderable an ex- 
pence to individuals; an expence which 
I ſhould be truly ſorry to ſuppoſe, in 
any degree equal to the ſum annually 
| beſtowed, in Occaſional Alms, on that very 
deſcription of ſupplicants who are here 
pointed out as proper Objects for this 
NATIONAL BENEVOLENCE, 


Saturday, | 
March 18, 1786. 
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